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WELCOME TO THE 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR
The Board of 

Education, faculty, and 
staff have been preparing 
for another exciting 
year of growth – both 
in excellence and in 
enrollment. This year, we 
have enrolled about 360 
students from preschool 
age three through 
graduating seniors. 

Having a broad age range in one school family 
provides wonderful mentoring opportunities. 
Mentoring and discipleship is a stronger focus 
this year. Students continue to have Bible 
class and Chapel, but Heritage has added an 
additional mentoring program. Every middle 
and high school student has an adult mentor. 
Mentors meet with their small group of students 
once a week to ‘walk’ with students through 
the year, share wisdom, provide a safe place to 
discuss questions or concerns, check grades, 
and have fun too! Mrs. Robinson talks more 
about this program in the Secondary Mentor 
Groups article inside.

As we raise excellence among students, we 
are doing the same for staff. As we increase our 
academic performance and prepare to transition 
to the rigorous Classical Christian Curriculum, 
the Heritage team has been increasing our own 
knowledge in topics ranging from literacy to 
customer service. We are sharpening our skills 
so that we can better serve families, and further 
equip children for highly successful futures in 
college, careers, and life.

This is an exciting time to link up with 
Heritage Christian School, and there are many 
opportunities to get involved. The Friends of 
Heritage and Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
have been combined, and the group is off to a 
great start! All parents are welcome to attend 
the upcoming meetings that are listed inside, 
and to get involved with fun PTO events. 

In addition, individuals, churches, 
businesses, and organizations are invited to 
partner with a child. Partners help to fill the 
funding gap between what it costs to teach 
each student, and the amount that Heritage 
receives in tuition. Full partners ($3,500) and half 
partners ($1,750) sponsor an individual student 
for the year and are invited to attend partner 
days at the school. They correspond with their 
students throughout the year. The program 

was launched last Spring, and has already been 
enriching for both partners and students! Our 
partners enable Heritage to continue our work 
and mission.

Thank you for helping to make this school 
year successful!

In Him,

Sharla Elton,MBA, CMA

SCHOOL YEAR VERSE
“Live as free men, but do not use your 

freedom as a cover-up for evil; live at servants 
of God.” 1 Peter 2:16

NEW STAFF

Meet the new additions to the Heritage 
Team! (from left to right) Mrs. Karen 

Kohmann, Physical Education Teacher, Miss 
Mary Morrissey, Kindergarten Teacher, Mr. 
Joshua Grubb, Creative Writing Teacher, 
and Mr. Addison Morgan, Middle School 

Math. [Not pictured: Mrs. Kionna Meager, 
Recess Monitor, Ms. Shawn Marie Buttrill, 
Preschool Three’s Teacher, and Mr. Mark 

Maxwell, Maintenance]

NOW HIRING: We are in need of a High 
School Science Teacher. Please visit our 
website at hcscanton.org and check out the 
Employment Opportunities page for a complete 
job description. Certain bona fide occupational 
qualifications may exist for this position.
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ALUMNI APPRISE 
Anthony DeMarco, Class of 2012 

Valedictorian, graduated this spring 
from Mount Vernon Nazarene University 
in Mount Vernon, Ohio. Anthony made 
the Dean’s list all eight semester of 
his undergraduate career graduating 
Summa Cum Laude. He also achieved 
the Honors Scholar award, Alphi Chi, 
Phi Delta Lambda and received the 
outstanding Biology Student Award, 
and the “Service Above Self Award”. The 
Service Above Self Award recognized 
those graduating seniors who have 
distinguished themselves in their 
university career through service to others.  These individuals 
represent the highest ideal of Mount Vernon University’s motto:  
“To seek to learn is to seek to serve.”  The persons chosen are 
exemplary among the many qualified to receive this award.  The 
faculty elects one male recipient and one female recipient from a 
list of nominees provided by the schools’ professors and the Senior 
Class. Anthony has begun his first semester at the University of 
Cincinnati College of Medicine. “Becoming a physician presented 
itself as an opportunity to combine my love of science with my 
other passion: caring for others.  I realized that I want to spend my 
life getting to know people, sharing their burdens and providing 
support the best way I could.”

Austin Caldwell, Class of 2013, 
is in his senior year at Ohio Christian 
University. Austin began his collegiate 
career on both basketball and academic 
scholarships and was a freshman when 
OCU’s basketball team won the National 
Championship.   He is a Dual Major in 
Business and Sports Management. 
He is also minoring in Biblical Studies 
and has remained on the Dean’s List or 
above throughout his college career. 
He is a member of Young Americans 
for Freedom and holds the position 
of Relations Coordinator for the YAF 
chapter at OCU. With YAF, he has attended National conferences 
in Washington D.C., Columbus, and Nashville where he gave the 
opening invocation with government leaders in attendance. He’s 
also a member of Student Government Association and was elected 
as Senior Senator. As a student member of OCU’s School of Business 
and Government, he has traveled to New York City for Wall Street 
Experience and to Washington D.C. For Government Experience. 
Austin has also makes time for missions’ work. He took a trip to 
Asuncion Paraguay over Spring Break this year with a team from 
OCU with World Gospel Mission where they served at an elementary 
school. Additional community service work includes volunteering 
at the Pregnancy Support Center, Adoption Awareness, and the 
Josias Rodriguez Run. He participated in Stand for Freedom all 
night events with International Justice Mission to raise awareness 
of human trafficking. Currently working for The Odyssey, Austin has 
been writing pieces ranging in topics from sports to social issues. 
His work can be found at www.theodysseyonline.com/@austindc3. 
Austin returned home to Heritage this summer to do an internship 
with our Athletic Director, Mr. Larry Wade. 

CALLING ALL ALUMNI! You are important to us. We want to 
stay connected! We want to learn more about where you are in your 
lives and your ministry. Please send your updates to Tana Watson, 
Director of Marketing and Admissions, at twatson@hcscanton.org. 
We are working to strengthen our Alumni Association, so stay tuned 
about ways to plug into YOUR HCS!

HERITAGE BETA CLUB OBTAINS MERIT STATUS
This Spring, Heritage was 

honored to be the recipient of 
the National Beta School of 
Merit Status by the National 
Beta Club. A letter from the 
National Beta Club reads, 
“this prestigious honor is 
a true indication of your 
dedication to the academic 
excellence and commitment 
to celebrating your students 
achievements. Offering National 
Beta to all eligible grades at Heritage 
Christian School, provides your students experiences in 
leadership development and service involvement which 
strengthen and build their futures”. Heritage was included in 
a list of National Beta School of Merit recipients publicized at 
the 2016 National Beta Convention in New Orleans, LA.

In order for a student to qualify for induction into Beta 
Club, students must maintain a 3.30 GPA or higher for three 
consecutive grading periods. Students must also meet 
character qualities outlined in the Beta materials. Once 
inducted, students must maintain their grades and character 
requirements. Over half of the students 7th through 12th 
grade at Heritage Christian are Beta Club members.

CALENDAR
October

28 Daughter Dance

November
4 Jubilee Card Sales Begin
1, 10, 11 Parent Teacher Conferences
7 Veterans Day Chapel
10 Picture Retake Day
11 NO SCHOOL: Veterans Day
15 & 16 Heart of Heritage Tours
19 Boys Day Out
23 NO SCHOOL: Professional Development Day
24 - 28 NO SCHOOL: Thanksgiving Break

December
7 Board Appreciation Day
8 Christmas Music Pageant
13 & 14 Heart of Heritage Tours
16 Jubilee Card Sales End
22-30 NO SCHOOL: Christmas Break

January
2 NO SCHOOL: Christmas Break
3 Classes Resume
9-13 Spiritual Emphasis Week
16 NO SCHOOL: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
17 NO SCHOOL: Staff Development Day
18-20 Spirit Week
20 & 21 Homecoming Game and Dance



 The Heritage Conqueror 3

FROM THE NURSES STATION
It is that time of year again...time to protect your 

families against the influenza flu!

This is the 2nd year HCS is offering the Health 
Heroes program for students and staff! Health Heroes, 
Inc., a “WORKS” SLVC provider,  is a Community 
Immunizer whose affiliates at HNH Immunization, 
Inc. have provided  over 500,000 vaccinations  to 
students in multiple states’ school systems since 2011  
(healthheroes.us). On October 25th the vaccination 
will be offered FREE in the school clinic. Student’s will 
only receive the vaccination if parents grant written 
permission.  

Thank you and here’s to a healthy 2016-2017  
school year!

Nurse Susan

CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) today voted that live attenuated 
influenza vaccine (LAIV), also known as the “nasal 
spray” flu vaccine, should not be used during the 2016-
2017 flu season. ACIP continues to recommend annual 
flu vaccination, with either the inactivated influenza 
vaccine (IIV) or recombinant influenza vaccine (RIV), for 
everyone 6 months and older.

ACIP is a panel of immunization experts that advises 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
This ACIP vote is based on data showing poor or relatively 
lower effectiveness of LAIV from 2013 through 2016.

TEACHER TRAINING FROM  
CHICAGO TO NEW YORK

Tammy Puch, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
and Karen Morrish, First Grade Teacher and Lead Teacher K-2, 
attended a week-long conference in New York City at Columbia 
University. The focus of the work included learning best 
practices and strategies for effectively teaching writing across 
the curriculum - the kind of teaching that translates into helping 
students become  lifelong learners.  

Chicago hosted the Fountas and Pinnell Leveled Literacy 
Intervention Conference in early August. First Grade Teachers 
Sarah Anderson, Megan Pasco, and Karen Morrish worked with 
Second Grade Teacher Heidi Graybeal, along with Title 1 teacher 
Eileen Clugston were trained in intervention strategies for 
accelerating reading progress, over the course of two days. K-12 
Special Education teacher Amie Williams attended the 3-8th 
grade conference with a focus on older learners. Mrs. Williams 
and Mrs. Clugston are also attending a two-day conference on 
Dyslexia - learning new strategies to help our students who 
struggle with their academic work due to dyslexia.

INCREASING PARENT INVOLVEMENT FOR 
STUDENT SUCCESS

Each year, we work to find ways to better connect with 
students and their families. Heritage’s foundation is a set upon 
a three-fold partnership between school, church, and home. 
Our mission to strengthen the student’s ability to perform at his 
or her best begins with the home. Several studies support the 
idea that students perform at a higher level when the parent is 
actively involved in his or her child’s learning. We are dedicated 
to being academically excellent, but the realization is that this 
is not an independent, school-only pursuit. We need and now 
require active parental involvement, so that each child can have 
the support needed to realize the fullness of their potential. 
Mandatory Parent Involvement Days have been implemented 
to create a framework of accountability for both school and 
home. There are four days now required for parent attendance: 
Open House, Fall Parent Teacher Conference, Spring Parent 
Teacher Conference, and the Annual Association Meeting in 
May. If a parent is unable to attend the day, he or she is required 
to attend the make-up day. We desire to know each family like 
we know each child. We understand that the best way to serve 
your family is to know you. We also want parents to meet each 
other. Because Heritage is not a neighborhood school, it may be 
a little more difficult for parents to connect with one another. 
We desire our parents to fellowship with one another as our 
children do. They can become a network for encouragement 
and support as they share experiences throughout life. Just as 
we rally around our students so they do not feel isolated, we 
want to rally around our families. Open House this year reflected 
this effort. Along with all of the school information tables, we 
were happy to provide family opportunities to discuss services 
from the Bair Foundation, NE Family Care Counseling Center, 
and Dueber Church to inform our families of their weekly 
Parent Café. Heritage has committed to fully partnering with 
each family at whatever degree that particular family needs. We 
know God has called Heritage to this mission and our students 
will benefit greatly from this endeavor.

BOARD OF EDUCATION, 2016-2017
Tim Rexrode, Board Chairman

Steve Lamiell, Board Vice Chairman &  
Buildings and Grounds Committee

Doug Medley, Board Treasurer

Lynn Helscher, Board Secretary

Cindy Hernandez - 
Personnel Committee

Michael Lemon - 
Nomination Committee

Brenda Stevens - 
Education Committee

Tammy Lamiell - 
Association Committee

Dave Peffer -  
Marketing Committee

board@hcscanton.org
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SUMMER PROGRAMS RECAP
Heritage was blessed with an amazing opportunity 

through a grant from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development to extend our summer 
programs to middle school students. Heritage received 
an award amount of $30,277 to offer age appropriate 
programing for tutoring in the areas of English, Science, 
and Mathematics. Civic performance was another area 
of focus as students participated in service projects 
around the school. The Summer Enrichment Program 
was free to students in grades six through eight and 
provided a safe environment during the summer 
months. 

Summer Fun Club is our preschool through fifth 
grade program that has seen enormous growth over 
the last five years. Over fifty students enjoyed enriching 
programs all summer long. Experiential learning 
opportunities are a central focus for the Summer Fun 
Club program as children take amazing adventures 
throughout Stark and Summit Counties! School age 
students participated in the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
festivities and also spent the day at the Akron Fossils 
Museum. All Summer Fun Club students enjoyed going 
to the Massillon Recreation Center, Metzger Park, 
McKinley Presidential Library and Museum, and of 
course, Pump it Up! Summer Fun Club 2017 will begin 
June 5th.

PRESCHOOL CALENDAR
October - Storybook Month

28 Daughter Dance
31 Storybook Party
31 Kidmobile

November - Thankfulness
4 Chapel Day
10 Fall Picture Retake
11 NO SCHOOL- Parent/

Teacher Conferences
18 Chapel Day

19 Boys Day Out
23 NO SCHOOL- Professional 

Development Day
24-28 Thanksgiving Break

December - Christmas
2 Christmas Program- 6:30pm
9 Chapel Day
21 Crazy Christmas Clothes/ 

Class Parties/ Carnival
22-30 NO SCHOOL- Christmas Break

January - Sign Language Month
1 NO SCHOOL-New Year’s Day
3 School Resumes/ 

Kidmobile
6 Chapel- 9:00 am
16 NO SCHOOL- Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day
17 NO SCHOOL- Staff 

Development Day
20 Chapel- 9:00 am
30 Kidmobile
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CISCO NETWORKING ACADEMY COURSES 
NOW BEING OFFERED!

Andrew Wade (left) and Walker Collins (right) working 
on an “Internet of Everything” simulator project 

through the Cisco Networking Academy that teaches 
students how to manage household items through 

remote access from anywhere in the world.

Mr. Brian Brooks, IT Instructor and Computer 
Instructor, has begun implementing Cisco Networking 
Academy coursework alongside the CompTIA 
curriculum, which was introduced as the school’s 
curriculum for the Advance Computer coursework back 
in 2012. Just this summer, former Heritage student, 
Joshua Bartsch, who began his CompTIA study in Mr. 
Brook’s Advance Computer class and continued to work 
with Mr. Brooks independently, obtained his CompTIA 
Certification! Seniors Andrew Wade and Walker 
Collins are the last two currently enrolled in Advanced 
Computer Four. “We started Advance Computer 
One with about ten students” says Wade. Mr. Brooks 
followed by saying, “the coursework is quite difficult, 
but these two kept asking for more”. Both Wade and 
Collins are working to graduate this spring with both 
their high school diploma and the CompTIA Network+ 
Certification. The CompTIA Network+ Certification is the 
higher level computer certification offered at Heritage. 
Still working out the details of what both students will 
use the additional certification for after high school, 
doors will be wide open for them in both their academic 
and professional careers.

Got Instagram? Follow HCS Secondary 
Student Life on Instagram @hcscanton!

SECONDARY MENTOR GROUPS 

For the past four years the Middle School and High School 
teachers and students have met together in prayer groups to 
pray for one another and offer support.  This year we decided 
to take it to a whole new level.  Instead of only meeting once or 
twice a quarter we’re now meeting once a week.  Group sizes 
are kept at a minimum, 4 to 5 per group, to make it easier to get 
to know one another. We still pray together and study scripture 
together but we also help students check their school progress, 
and we talk to them about life and life’s situations that arise.  We 
talk to them about friends and family. We are also having lunch 
together once a month.  

As educators we work hard to provide an excellent 
education for our students, but we also believe that we are here 
at HCS for a greater purpose, leading souls to Christ.  Getting to 
know our students on a deeper level is crucial for success.  We 
want students to know that we’re here for them, day or night.  
We want students to know that they can come to us with any of 
their problems, fears or failures but also that we will celebrate 
the positive and the successes with them as well.  Heritage 

Christian School is very much like a large 
family.  We love each other, we support each 
other, we pick each other up when needed. 
Our mentor groups are helping us to do 
that at a more special and personal level.  
Take a minute to ask your son or daughter 
who their mentor is! 

Karla Robinson, M.Ed.
School Principal
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ELEMENTARY GRANDPARENTS DAY 
Grandparents and Special Friends filled the school to 

watch their children perform and visit with their classes. The 
Parent Teacher Organization at Heritage worked to plan and 
organize this annual event. We are grateful for the parent 
volunteers who worked the event and did a lot behind the 
scenes. The auditorium is in need of repair, but that did not 
stop us from having a large gathering and special guests 
in to celebrate the special bond between a child and his 
or her grandparent. Proverbs 17:6 says, “Children’s children 
are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their 
children”. Students and grandparents alike beamed joyfully 
as they spent time enjoying the gift that is their bond! For 
the performance section of the afternoon, Music Director Mr. 
Watson led the Kindergarten through Second Grade classes 
in an upbeat version of, “This Little Light of Mine”. He also 
led the Third through Fifth Grade classes in two full verses 
of “God Bless America”. Each grade level performed either a 
poem or song and then were dismissed to enjoy cookies and 
punch in the cafeteria with their guests. Preschool was the 
grand finale with their sweet version of “Jesus Loves Me”.

ECUADOR MISSIONS TRIP 
From November 5th to the 12th, Secondary Spanish 

Teacher Mrs. Howe, High School History Teacher 
Miss Heade, and Senior Sarah Laird are teaming up 
with RiverTree Christian Church for a missions trip 
to Quito, Ecuador.  Upon arrival, our Conquerors and 
other team members will be working with a school 
called Rey Sabio Solomon. The group will present a 
daily 90-minute program, take a class on a field trip, 
address the needs of the school in the afternoon 
(paint, repairs, etc), and engage in a meal and 
fellowship with the staff as they practice their English 
language skills. The team would really appreciate your 
prayers and support. If you are otherwise interested 
in supporting us, please contact Mrs. Howe at  
showe@hcscanton.org.

PTO MEETING DATES AND ACTIVITIES
6:00pm in the Conqueror Cafe

November 7 
Plan Auction Help and Christmas Decorating 

January 9 
Plan Graduation and Teacher Appreciation 

February 6 
Plan End-of-Year Luncheon and Next School Year 
Activities
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Follow HCS Athletics 
on Twitter 

@hcscanton

ATHLETICS 
Our fall sports program has been a time of new beginnings 

and rapid growth. Coach Bentzel has done a great job over the 
past 4 years and is building a tradition of success with our golf 
program. The team was just two strokes shy of advancing in 
the District Tournament. Overall, they had an excellent season. 
Junior Bryan Brooks was able to advance through the individual 
qualifying round in sectionals. Senior Sarah Laird also played in the 
girls’ sectional tournament. We have seen such growth in the golf 
program that we were able to form a Junior Varsity Golf Team.

Last fall we did not have enough interest from the girls in 
volleyball and for that reason did not field a team. We are thrilled 
to say that we have enough ladies to once again form a team at the 
high school level! Our 5th/6th grade and 7th/8th grade volleyball 
teams are strong in numbers as well as talent.  This is a good sign 
that the program will continue to grow. Coach Brittain has done an 
excellent job working to help rebuild the program.

Boys Basketball and Bowling Schedules are posted on our 
website, hcscanton.org/athletics. 

Larry Wade, Athletic Director

The golf team’s new home course is at Clearview Golf 
Course in East Canton. Students enjoyed meeting some 

Hall of Famers while practicing on their golf course!

5th and 6th grade volleyball team is all smiles and full of 
Conqueror Pride.

ANNUAL CONQUERORS GOLF SCRAMBLE 
The Annual Conquerors’ Golf Scramble took place on 

September 16th at Tam O’Shanter Golf Course in Canton. 
The Lord blessed us with beautiful weather as the staff 
of Heritage worked alongside Heritage faithful volunteer 
Bob Harmelink, who was instrumental in coordinating this 
successful event. We continue to thank God for Mr. and Mrs. 
Harmelink’s service to Heritage through this event. Over the 
years, their efforts have helped raise thousands of dollars for 
tuition assistance. This year was no exception! The scramble 
brought in over $22,000.00 to be used for tuition assistance 
to help us provide a Christian education for those who desire 
it for their children. A special thanks to the Bruce Hooley of 
ESPN Radio 850 and 95.9 The Light for helping us promote 
this event. We would also like to thank the following sponsors 
for their support:

Gold Sponsor:

Silver Sponsors:

Luncheon Sponsor:
Storey & Associates Dr. J.C. Tabet

Veterans Sponsors:
Digital Dish Secure Data 365

Company Sponsors:
Malone University
Eagles 190
Dutchman Hospitality
JAM Industrial Supply

DiStefano Insurance
Berndt & Associates
Copeco
Joe Pallotta

Hole Sponsors:
Aultcare
Hartville MarketPlace Inc.
Motter & Meadows
DNS Insurance
Lehman’s
Hartville Hardware, Inc.
Damon Industries
Tri-County Dermatology, Inc.
Douglas D. Jones Co. LPA
Sheetz, Inc.
Right at Home
Vasco Asphalt

Furbay Electric
Safe-N-Sound Security
Cain Imports Inc.
Peffer Gallery
Nickles Bakery
Shaffer Family
Waikem Auto Family
Klingstedt Brothers
N.C./ Lake Cable 

Laundromat
Windows & More

Cart Sponsors:
David Lundquist CPA Daniel & Darlene Stockdale
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WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

Miss Kalene Wagner, HCS Class of 2012 and 
Preschool Threes Teacher, married her high school 
sweetheart, Daniel Corbit, HCS Class of 2011 on June 
18th at Louisville Assembly of God.

Miss Sarah Charlton, First Grade Teacher, married 
Zach Anderson on June 18th at Red Bison Run in 
Marshallville, Ohio.

Mr. Joshua Grubb, Secondary Writing Teacher, 
married his wife Caylie on August 20th, 2016 at Church 
of the Open Door in Elyria.

The Corbits

The GrubbsThe Andersons


