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Christmas is a beautiful time where friends 
and family come together and celebrate the 
birth of our Savior! What better way to come 
together than through hearing our children’s 
voices sing praises to God and have their 
instruments fill the air? Heritage held its 
Preschool Christmas Concert entitled “Christmas 
is Jesus” on December 4th. The Elementary & 
Secondary Christmas Concert entitled, “Joy to 
the World!” was held on December 10th with 
a special encore performance on December 
11th during the school day.  Family and friends 
enjoyed a night of laughter, worship, dancing, 
and Christmas Merriment! The next concert 
the elementary and secondary students will 
perform will be the Fine Arts Festival in the 
spring.  Preschool will have their spring concert 
at Preschool Graduation. Please visit hcscanton.
org to view dates and times on the school 
calendar.

A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! 
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HOPE ACADEMY

Administration and teachers headed to Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on November 5th and 6th for an incredible learning opportunity 
at Hope Academy. Hope is an inner-city, classical school in the 
heart of Minneapolis whose K-12 program is gaining recognition 
all over the country for their classical curriculum approach in an 
urban setting and their application of family engagement. This was 
an uplifting and inspirational two-day experience which allowed 
staff to return to Canton with a renewed vision and a transformed 
view of our culture. Tammy Puch, Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction, connected Heritage with Hope. We are excited to 
cultivate relationships with other urban, Christian, educational 
institutions. We can and have learned a lot from each other. Our 
rich history combined with their new concepts has resulted in a 
resource, support, and friendship. We are blessed and thank God 
for Hope Academy’s passion to serve the children of Minneapolis.

VETERANS DAY
Veterans Day Chapel was a special time for students in grades 

three through twelve to honor and observe men and women 
who have courageously served our country. We had the pleasure 
and great opportunity to give special recognition to Mr. George 
Anderson with a plaque of gratitude for his service during the 
Korean War in the Marine Corp. George Company at the Battle of 
Chosin Reservoir. Our guest speaker was Akron native and Vietnam 
Army Veteran, David Pickens. He delivered a message of trial and 
hope. He encouraged the students to seek God’s plan for their lives.

SEASON’S GREETINGS
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 
2:14).  ‘Tis the season when we often hear 
this referenced.  Has someone ever asked 
you, though, “Where is this ‘peace’ spoken 
of in Luke chapter 2?”  Maybe you have even 
asked that question.  What peace in the 
world was the multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God for when Christ the Lord 
was born in Bethlehem?  We see reports of 
war in Syria, war in several countries on the 

African continent, poverty, persecution, crime, and then the unrest 
in our own nation and local communities.  I thought Christ brought 
peace and good will?  Well, He did.  He does.  Our sin separates us 
from God and we are as enemies of God without the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  But Christ made the way for us to be at peace with God.  God 
Almighty has shown to mankind His good will through Christ.  We 
can be justified by our faith and have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1). Once we become a Christian, we 
then have access to a peace which the world cannot comprehend.  
In the midst of our stresses, struggles, and anxieties we are offered 
“the peace of God, which passeth all understanding” which will 
guard our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:5-
7).  Understanding this we too can sing with the heavenly host, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men!”

Merry Christmas,

Donavon Martin
H.C.S. Chaplain/Assistant Principal

JUBILEE
Students sold Jubilee cards during the Christmas Season and 

brought in a total of $7,050.00! Thank you to all who supported 
Heritage through the purchase of these cards. Didn’t get your 
2016 Jubilee card? Don’t worry, you can still purchase a card in the 
Main Office or by calling 330-452-8271. Each card is only 
$10.00 and contains discount offers at over 
100 Stark County locations!



 The Heritage Conqueror 3

CALENDAR
January - Spanish month

1 New Year’s Day NO SCHOOL
4 School Resumes/ Kidmobile
8 Chapel at 9:00 am
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day NO SCHOOL
19 Fiesta Party
22 Chapel at 9:00am

February - Black History month
1 Kidmobile/ Move Ahead and Kindergarten Sneak Peek
5 Chapel
12 Pink, Purple, and Red Day/ Class Parties
15 Presidents’ Day NO SCHOOL
19 Black History Chapel at 9:00 am
29 Kidmobile

March - Missions month
4 Chapel at 9:00 am
10 Spring Picture Day
15 School-Wide Open House (Pre-K to 12th grade)
18 Chapel at 9:00 am
24 Field Trip to Sarah Care 10:00-11:15 am
25-Apr.1 - Easter Break NO SCHOOL

Preschool News

Preschool has been busy reading and learning in 
fun new ways! October was Storybook Month and we 
not only reached our reading goal of 500 books, but 

we exceeded it by reading over 600 books! Way 
to go, Little Conquerors! We celebrated with 
our annual Story Book Party where staff and 
students dressed up as their favorite storybook 
characters to enjoy a fun-filled day of games 

and delicious goodies! We also visited Ramseyer 
Farms in Wooster, Ohio, on October 16th.  Students 

continued to learn through play in the great outdoors! The 
children learned about potatoes, corn, and pumpkins and spent 
time with some friendly farm animals. In the month of November, 
our focus was on American Sign Language. Through instruction 
and conversation, students learned about how God made every 
person special with different abilities. We are all loved and adored 
by God and we can find ways to learn from each other!

We are pleased to announce that, with the assistance of our 
Fund Development Director Mr. Bentzel, we were awarded a grant 
from GameTime in conjunction with Canton Parks and Recreation 
in ongoing efforts to secure outdoor play equipment suitable for 
ages two to five for Myers Park. The current play equipment is 
rated for ages five through twelve, so Preschoolers are only able to 
use the slides. With the approval and funding assistance from the 
Canton Parks and Recreation and the GameTime grant, our new 
playground equipment will be installed this coming spring! This is 
such an exciting opportunity and we appreciate the effort of our 
development department to make this happen.
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These first graders are hard at work reading online. They 
are excited about becoming better readers!

Elementary News

Plaid
The

Report
THE PLAID REPORT

Lower Elementary: Our Kindergarten through Second 
Grade students have been working diligently on reading, 
writing, and arithmetic. The Daily Five is one of our morning 
routines to enhance reading, writing, and thinking. The 
activities are engaging, interesting, and educational. Putting 
books in students’ hands is key. Seeing students smile, 
sharing books, and reading to each other is very rewarding. 
Fostering a love of reading is our goal. Whether fiction, non-
fiction, fables or poetry, all genres are important. We learn 
from reading, so our motto is “KEEP READING”. Another 
key component to our workshops is writing. Students 
write personal narratives, poems, and fictional stories. Our 
students practice good writing skills by incorporating proper 
grammar and sentence structure. We tell students practice 
makes perfect and to never give up! – Mrs. Morrish, First 
Grade Teacher and Lower Elementary Lead Teacher 

Upper Elementary: This fall our Third through Fifth 
Grade students extended their learning through field 
trips. The 3rd  grade classes traveled to Ramseyer Farms in 
Wooster, Ohio,  where they focused on the life cycle of the 
pumpkin and potato.  They also enjoyed a hay ride and ate 
homemade potato chips.  Both fourth grade classes spent 
an exciting day of hands-on learning at the Wilderness 
Center in Wilmot, Ohio.   While there, they examined Indian 
artifacts, investigated fossils, fed the ducks, and got a close 
up view of Ohio’s geographic features during our one-hour 
geological hike.   In November, fifth graders explored world 
cultures and the solar system at the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History.  When confronted with evolutionary science, 
they also practiced filtering information through a Biblical 
worldview. What wonderful experiences for our students to 
learn more about God’s creation and the world we live in! – 
Miss Kindler, Fifth Grade Teacher and Upper Elementary Lead 
Teacher

Second Grade students enjoying a  
beautiful day at Walnut Creek.

Fifth grade had fun with fossils at the  
Cleveland Museum of Natural History.

Our princesses danced the night away at the  
Daughter Dance on October 23rd.
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CALENDAR
January

4 Classes Resume

11-15 Secondary Spiritual Emphasis Week

15 End of the 2nd Nine Weeks

18 Martin Luther King Day- NO SCHOOL

22 Homecoming Game

23 Homecoming Dance

February
1 Parent Appreciation and Move Ahead Night

4-5 Lunch Ladies Super Bowl Stromboli Sale

8-12 African American Heritage Celebration Week

15 Presidents’ Day NO SCHOOL

March
10 Spring Picture Day

11&12 Heart of Heritage: A Night of Music 

15 School Wide Open House (Pre-K through 12th grade)

18 End of 3rd Nine Weeks

25 Good Friday NO SCHOOL

28 - Apr.1 - Easter Break NO SCHOOL

Secondary News THIRD FLOORTH
E

Got Instagram? Follow HCS Secondary 
Student Life on Instagram @hcscanton!

THE THIRD FLOOR
The secondary students have had some great opportunities 

to learn outside of the classroom. First, all secondary students had 
the opportunity to see the movie Woodlawn. The high school and 
middle school took separate trips to see the movie, which is based 
on a true story about a school and football team that lived out a 
relationship for Christ in the midst of the desegregation in Alabama. 
The 6th through 12th grades also went to hear the Answers in 
Genesis conference at the Chapel in Marlboro. The speaker spoke 
on Evolution vs. Creation. He explained that the foundation of our 
faith, Genesis, is under attack. The world knows that if someone 
doubts the Biblical book of Genesis, they will eventually doubt the 
Truth of Jesus. Mr. Martin has been working hard to get students to 
events that could truly impact their lives. 

The Third Floor has been exemplifying Heritage’s Community 
Commitment in the last several weeks. Seniors had the opportunity 
to work at the voting poles, as well as participate in a new Christians 
In Action experiences with the Sophomores. The High School Beta 
Club recently spent a few hours at the Chapel Hill Community 
retirement and assisted living facility decorating for Christmas. 
The Middle School Beta Club collected Operation Christmas boxes 
again and collected over 30 boxes this year from all grades and the 
HCS community. We love seeing our students growing in the Lord 
through their service. –Mrs. Howe, Spanish and Lead High School 
Teacher/ Mrs. Anthony, Middle School Math and Middle School 
Lead Teacher

Middle students at the Chapel at Marlboro ready to hear an 
exciting lecture on Evolution versus Creationism

High School Beta students brought Christmas cheer to the 
residents of the Chapel Hill Community in Canal Fulton.

The fall play, Almost, Maine was a hit!  
Congratulations to the cast and crew for a job well done.
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Follow HCS Athletics 
on Twitter 

@hcscanton

BOOSTER CLUB AND FCA
 The Fellowship of Christian Athletes “Huddle Group” began 

in October. The students have held two meetings.   The “Kick Off” 
meeting was the first official meeting of FCA. Our guest speaker 
was Mr. Charlie Grimes, Athletic Director from Malone University 
and HCS parent.  The second meeting was the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving, and was led by the student leadership team of 
Andrew Wade, Andrew Martin, Leah Grimes, and Katie Corbit. They 
led the group in a Bible study about things we should be thankful 
for and what it means to be thankful.  Both meetings were attended 
by around 21 students. 

The Booster Club is BACK! It is being led by Mr. Scott Durbin 
– President, Mrs. Tina Laird – Vice President, Mrs. Debbie Durbin – 
Secretary, and Mr. Mike Davis – Treasurer.   Membership is $10.00 
and all are invited to join. If you are interested in becoming involved 
contact Mr. Wade, Athletic Director at lwade@hcscanton.org.

Junior High Basketball, J.V. & Varsity Boys Basketball, and 
Bowling are in full swing. Please visit the Athletic Page of the school 
website to view schedules and the latest highlights!

Fellowship of Christian Athletes Kick Off  
meeting with Mr. Charlie Grimes.

Juniors Andrew Wade and Andrew Martin at the radio 
station with Mr. Wade discussing the launch of Heritage’s 

FCA Huddle!

First pep rally of the season. Dressing some basketball 
players as turkeys seemed appropriate for the game on 

Thanksgiving Weekend!
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2016-2017 ENROLLMENT BEGINS  
FEBRUARY 1, 2016

Over the past three years, God has done amazing things 
at HCS! We have had a growth of over 43% and have seen so 
many lives changed by the message of God’s never failing love 
daily in the lives of the students of Stark County. We are excited 
to announce that we are now adding a THIRD Third Grade 
Classroom as well as a SECOND Fifth Grade Classroom! This 
will allow us to expand with the bottom-up growth we have 
experienced from our preschool, kindergarten, and first grade 
classes. Tours will begin the first week of February so call the 
Main Office at 330-452-8271 to make an appointment! August 
will be here before we know it and we want to ensure your 
child has a seat. We will be hosting one, school-wide Preschool 
through Grade 12 Open House on March 15th from 5-7 pm.

Tuition Assistance through FACTS, our internal assistance 
program, as well as the Ohio EdChoice applications also open 
February 1st. Both opportunities have limited funds, so if you 
have a need, please do not wait to apply for assistance. We want 
every family who seeks Christian education to have access to 
Christ-centered education, but we must adhere to our deadlines 
both external and internal for planning purposes. Families will 
receive more information about these opportunities during the 
tour. You can also view our website at HCSCANTON.ORG and 
click “Admissions” for further details.

RESTORING HERITAGE CHRISTIAN  
FOR A NEW GENERATION 

INTRODUCING THE HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
AUDITORIUM SEAT PROJECT

We are excited to announce the launch of our Auditorium 
Seat Project. In this first phase to renovate our auditorium, 
you have the opportunity to make a donation to sponsor the 
renovation of an individual seat, row, or section in the lower 
seating area. There are various levels of giving which will result 
in the installation of a nameplate or plaque acknowledging 
each donor. Please see the enclosed brochure for details. 
We hope that you will join us in this venture as we preserve 
our great auditorium for generations of Heritage Christian 
students, as well as our community.

HEART OF HERITAGE; NIGHT OF MUSIC
Heritage is excited to host a Night of Music on March 

11th and 12th under the direction of Doug Medley. Both 
concerts will take place in the Heritage Auditorium at 7:00 
pm. Set to musical selections from the famous Brooklyn 
Tabernacle Choir, this evening will certainly be a time of 
incredible worship. The event is a fundraising opportunity 
and all proceeds will be used to continue the mission of 
serving the students of Heritage and their families. 

Are you a singer or do you know someone who is? We 
would love to invite you to be a part of this community 
choir! Rehearsal begins Sunday, January 3, 2016 in the 
Heritage Auditorium from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. If you have any 
questions concerning this event or would like to find ways to 
be involved, please contact Doug Medley at 330-354-8503 or 
email doug.medley@akronhardware.com.

STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to Holly Grove (Left), 
Preschool Director and Shannell Williams, 
Three’s Teacher on finishing their Child 
Development Associate Credential for 
Preschool students. The Council for 
Professional Recognition awards this 
credential to individuals who display an 
understanding of CDA Competency 
Standards and have successfully completed
the assigned 
coursework. 

Heritage would also like to congratulate 
Kalene Wagner (Right), Preschool Aide and 
HCS Class of 2012.  She earned an Associate 
of Applied Science in Early Childhood 
Education from Stark State College.
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST HEAVEN, AND ON EARTH  
PEACE TO THOSE ON WHOM HIS FAVOR RESTS.


