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Greetings and Blessings to each of you!

It has been my honor 
and privilege to have 
served for the past two 
years as Administrator 
of Heritage Christian 
School.

 On March 23, 2015, 
Mrs. Sharla Elton will 
become the Administrator 
of our school so please 

join me in welcoming her as she begins her 
tenure with us. 

I will be serving as Director of 
Development to continue inviting individuals, 
foundations, corporations, parents and 
others to support us with their time, talents 
and financial resources in order to provide an 
excellent Christian education for our students 
and their families. 

Heritage Christian School continues 
to grow as we recognize the success of 
our students. One example of this is our 
participation in The Ben Carson Scholars 
Program. The following ten students are being 
recognized as 2015 Ben Carson Scholars:  
Macy Banner, Emily Brittain, Hunter Collins, 

Andrew Coblentz, Aaron Rexrode, Evan 
Caldwell, Ashlee Galliher, Savannah Grove, 
Faith West, and Matthew Stevens,

The following students have been 
previously honored with a scholarship award 
and are now receiving a commemorative pin 
and certificate to acknowledge their continued 
academic and humanitarian achievements as 
2015 Recognized Carson Scholars:   Hannah 
Caldwell, Sienna Darden, Macin Jakubiak, 
Kenneth Martin , Madison Ott, Ruth Pilcher 
and Natalie Schmitt.

These students along with their parents 
will be provided transportation to the Carson 
Scholars Fund Annual Pittsburgh Awards 
Banquet on Sunday May 24, at Heinz Field 
in Pittsburgh PA. This event will recognize 
scholars from across Western Pennsylvania 
and Ohio.

Congratulations to these students and 
may they continue to grow in “wisdom 
and in stature and in favor with God and 
man”.  (Luke 2:52)
In His name and Service, 

Charles C. Riddle
Administrator/Fund Development Director

A WORD FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2015 CARSON SCHOLARS:

Savannah Grove
4th Grade

Matthew Stevens
4th Grade

Emily Brittain
5th Grade

Hunter Collins
5th Grade

Faith West
6th Grade

Andrew Colblentz 
6th Grade

Aaron Rexrode
7th Grade

Evan Caldwell
7th Grade

Macy Banner
9th Grade

Ashlee Galliher
11th Grade
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A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FROM OUR 
BOE CHAIRMAN:

The HCS Board of Education is pleased to announce that Sharla 
Elton has been selected for the position of Administrator, effective March 
23, 2015.  She is no stranger to the Heritage family, as she has faithfully 
volunteered her services to our school for the past 2 ½ years as a member 
of the Board of Education.  She has served as Chairman of the Marketing 
Committee during that period of time.  Her leadership and guidance have 
been invaluable in recruiting new families and students to attend HCS 
and in improving the image of our school throughout the local community.

Mrs. Elton comes to us from Aultman Hospital, where she served 
the Aultman Health Foundation for many years in various capacities, 
most recently as Director.  Since 2007, she has also been employed part 
time at Stark State College as an Adjunct Professor in the Accounting 
and Finance Department.  She has a Master of Business Administration 
degree from The University of Akron.

Sharla Elton has displayed a great love for, and commitment to, our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  That love extends to the families, students, 
faculty and staff of Heritage Christian School, as well.  You will find her to 
be warm, friendly and very approachable as you have opportunity to talk 
with her as she assumes her duties.

Please join me in welcoming her to her new position as Administrator 
of HCS.

A big thank you goes out to our former Administrator, Charles Riddle, 
for his exemplary job performance for the past two years.  His leadership 
skills have enabled our school to grow and move forward in a direction 
that has benefited the students and employees of HCS.  Mr. Riddle has 
resumed his previous position as Director of Development, so you will 
continue to see his smiling face at Heritage

Your Board of Education is continuing to strive for excellence at HCS 
as we partner together with parents, teachers and staff to prepare our 
boys and girls for the future with a solid, Bible based, quality education 
experience with an emphasis on academic achievement and a strong 
commitment to our community.  Please pray with me that our efforts will 
result in graduating young men and women that are prepared to give an 
answer for the hope they have because of their personal relationship with 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 
for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.”  
1Peter 3:15

In Christ,
Tim Rexrode
Board Chairman

A WORD FROM SHARLA ELTON
“It is my pleasure to accept the Administrator position 

at Heritage Christian School. As a Board member, I have 
witnessed firsthand how Heritage changes the lives of 
children and impacts our community. I am honored to be 
a part of this amazing work of God. It is exciting to walk 
alongside parents, teachers, staff and supporters as they 
help each child reach his or her highest academic and 
spiritual potential. As Proverbs 16:3 (NIV) states, our goal 
is to “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and He will 
establish your plans.”

In Him,
Mrs. Sharla Elton, MBA, CMA

STAFF UPDATES:
Eileen Sellers Clugston is our new Canton City Title 1 

teacher. Mrs. Clugston has her Bachelor’s Degree from John 
Carroll University and a Master’s Degree from Walsh University. 
She comes to us with a wealth of experience having taught 
for over 15 years in the first and second grades here in her 
hometown of Canton, Ohio. In 2006 she earned the prestigious 
Golden Apple Teacher Award and in 2007 was nominated for 
the WHBC Teacher of the Year Award.  She will replace Mrs. 
Shawna Zimmerman who relocated in Indianapolis, Indiana 
due to her husband’s work promotion.   

Darryl Owens has accepted the new position of Dean of 
Students. We are pleased that Mr. Owens will be in our building 
full time and will be actively addressing the many needs of our 
students K-12 and their families. He will be working closely 
with administration to strengthen discipline policies, provide 
resources for students and families, as well as assisting 
teachers for specific classroom concerns. 

Tammy Puch has accepted the position of Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction. Mrs. Puch will finish out the rest 
of this school year with her Kindergarten class and will move 
into this position full time at the beginning of the 2015-2016 
school year. She will be instrumental in K-12th grade curriculum 
implementation and teacher development.  

Josh Rexrode has joined our Maintenance Team. He has 
been a great asset to our school moving filing cabinets, making 
minor repairs, and shoveling lots of snow! He is finishing up his 
senior year as a homeschool student. Does his last name ring 
a bell? He is the son of Tim Rexrode Jr., our Afternoon Security 
Personnel and grandson of Tim Rexrode Sr., the Chairman of 
our Board of Education.

Kalene Wagner is our new part-time Preschool 
Administrative Assistant. She is a graduate of HCS and 
currently enrolled at Stark State College earning her Associates 
Degree in Early Childhood Education. She has an expected 
graduation date of January 2016. She has experience working 
in children’s church and VBS, babysitting and worked as a 
nanny before coming to us. She also received her observation 
hours for Stark State in Miss Trish’s room and will be student 
teaching as well with Miss Trish. She is the daughter of Mrs. 
Wagner, Mr. Pizor’s Administrative Assistant.
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Preschool News

PRESCHOOL CALENDAR
April

3rd Good Friday NO SCHOOL

6th-10th Easter Break NO SCHOOL

13th School Resumes

24th Conferences NO SCHOOL 
(Preschool Program Only)

May

1st Fieldtrip to McKinley Museum

4th Preschool Fine Arts Potluck & Book Fair 
6:00- 8:00 p.m.

11th Kidmobile

15th Chapel 9:00 a.m.

18-22nd Pre-K Promotion Practice

22nd Preschool Promotion 6:00- 8:00 p.m.

25th Memorial Day NO SCHOOL

29th Chapel 9:00 a.m.

June

4th Last Day of School!

8th Summer Fun Club Begins

We have kept students busy and active 
during these cold winter months. Our program 
has remained full and we are working our way 

through the waiting list. We continue to 
praise God for the growth of this wonderful 
program. We are already thinking about 
Fall enrollment so if you have a child that 

is or will be three by the time school starts, 
we invite you to come for a tour and gather 

more information about our program! Just call Miss 
Holly Grove, Preschool Director at 330-452-3523.

With the help of our staff, our Board of Education, and 
our families we were able to help four preschool families 
have a better Christmas. The parents of those families 
were overjoyed to receive all that was given and were 
extremely appreciative. January was Spanish Month. We 
had Spanish class 3 days a week with a Fiesta celebration 
to celebrate all we have learned. The students really 
enjoy our High School Spanish students teaching them. 
March is Missions Month. We collected donations for our 
trip to Sarah Care with our Pre-K students. It is never too 
early to teach our students what it means to give to those 
in need and to be a light for Christ. 

Visit us at www.heritagechristianpreschool.org and 
Like us on FB/ Heritage Christian Preschool

Above: Warm and toasty in our jammies!

Right: Hola amigos! We made maracas for our Spanish Unit.

Left: Career Day for Spirit Week. We are in good hands 
with these future officers.
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Elementary News

Plaid
The

Report
Elementary students have had quite an eventful, 

snow filled winter! We are glad to shake off the cold and 
head back outdoors. Students have been busy testing 
and working diligently over the past month. We are so 
proud of the focus and hard work our students have 
shown as we are all getting used to this new testing 
format. Students showcased their God-given talent in the 
Christmas Program to a packed house and are currently 
gearing up for their turn to lead their own class chapels 
throughout the remainder of the school year.  Students 
are also putting the finishing touches on their artwork and 
fine tuning their musical pieces for the Fine Arts Festival, 
Spring Concert and Art Showcase, that will take place 
the beginning of May.

Puppet making is always a good time!

Left: White House Marine, Brandon Matanick, spoke with students 
about his time guarding the West Wing of the White House.

Right: 100th Day of School Activity: How far can 100 Jolly 
Ranchers stretch in Mrs. Puch’s Kindergarten classroom?

COMMITMENT TO OUR COMMUNITY
Pathfinders Educational Development is a local nonprofit 

located in the Martin Center. They asked HCS to participate in 
a school wide shoe drive to collect used shoes to be cleaned 
and repaired for people in developing countries. The final 
school wide count for our shoe drive was 1,365 pairs of shoes! 
Founder of Pathfinder and HCS parent, Mrs. Amanda 
Sparkman, thanked us and stated, “HCS collected more shoes 
than any other school in Canton”. 

“Souper Bowl of Caring is youth across the nation working 
to fight hunger and poverty in their own communities around the 
time of the Super Bowl football game” (souperbowl.org). HCS 
collected 430 nonperishable items. These items were divided 
between the Total Living Center and Turnaround Community 
Outreach.  

CIA Teams served in rotation at TLC on December 19th 
to help with the Marine Corp Toys for Tots program as TLC 
is a designated distribution sight. Beta Clubs completed their 
annual Salvation Army bell ringing. The students involved 
really enjoy this experience and have poured forth the effort. 
Many students wore multiple layers and braved the elements 
to share God’s love to our community.

HAPPY SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK!
Student and families enjoyed a fun filled evening on 

January 29th at Parent Appreciation/ Move Ahead Night! An 
easy re-enrollment process, free pizza and ice cream, and 
great giveaways made for a great time of fellowship with our 
HCS family.

School Choice Photo booth!
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CALENDAR
April 

2nd Heritage Hike

3rd Good Friday NO SCHOOL

6-10th Easter Break NO SCHOOL

13th Classes Resume

14th Heart of Heritage Tour 9:00 a.m.

15-17th 8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C.

16th Heart of Heritage Tour 11:00 a.m.

20-24th K-2 Terra Nova & 3rd Grade OAA Testing

23rd Friends of Heritage Association Meeting- 
7:30 p.m.

May
1st K-5 Art & Music Festival- 6:30 p.m.

4th Humorous Senior Chapel

5th Heart of Heritage Tour 9:00 a.m.

7th National Day of Prayer

 Heart of Heritage Breakfast

8th Grades 6-12 Spring Concert & Art Showcase

11th Serious Senior Chapel

13-15th Beulah Beach Trip- 5th Grade

16th Junior/Senior Banquet

18th MS/HS Awards & Beta Inductions- 8:30 a.m.

19th Field Day- K-5 (rain date 5/26)

20-22nd Senior Exams

22nd Memorial Day Chapel

 Preschool Promotion 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

25th Memorial Day- NO SCHOOL

26th Field Day Rain Date

28th 5th Grade Promotion

29th Kindergarten Promotion- 2:00 p.m.

30th Spring Sports Awards Program- 9:00 a.m.

31st Graduation- 3:00 p.m.

 Faith Community Church

June
1st 8th Grade Promotion Chapel

2nd-3rd Secondary Exams

3rd End-of-year Activity (K-2nd)

4th End-of-year Activity (3rd-5th)

 Last Day of School

5th Last Day for Teachers 

8th Summer Fun Club Begins

Secondary News THIRD FLOORTH
E

SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS WEEK was January 12-16. 
This was an amazing week. Pastor Kirk Kirkland from 
inner city Cincinnati Revive Ministry spent Tuesday thru 
Thursday with us. There was such an overwhelming 
positive response from the kids. They were still talking 
about him into the next week. Pastor Ron Kent helped 
us with music, so that our musicians could also worship. 
On the final day, our Spiritual Life Chairman, Mike Shulze 
set up a wonderful day of prayer and Bible study. We had 
five different speakers, including local football great Troy 
Paisley, who had an amazing testimony. This day was 
spent at Canton Baptist Temple and we thank them for 
allowing us to use their facility for the day. We ended the 
day with ice cream sundaes!

We have had multiple students gain early entrance 
into the college of their choice. Between college and the 
military more than half of the class knows where and what 
they are doing after graduation! We are so incredibly 
proud of all of our students as they continue to 
seek God’s plan for their lives.  

Got Instagram? Follow HCS Secondary 
Student Life on Instagram @hcscanton!

Homecoming Court 2015

Students form the Pi 
symbol for a special Pi Day 

celebration 3-14-15

Spiritual Emphasis Week
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NEW WEBSITE IS NOW MOBILE 
Heritage is excited to launch our new website! We 

have completely upgraded our website for easier content 
navigation. You can also view our information easily from 
any mobile device in our new mobile format. Visit us at 
hcscanton.org to see all of the new updates including 
beautiful new pictures of our students in action. 

Photos of Heritage students on the website and other 
recent print work were taken by Jamie Jansen. He is the 
twin brother of third grade teacher Mrs. Williams.

FUNDRAISING 
Jubilee Card Total

Students worked diligently selling Jubilee cards 
during the holiday season. We have raised $5,892.00. 
Thanks to all that continue to support HCS. Jubilee cards 
are good for one year and can still be purchased in the 
Main Office.

IT’S A GIRL!
Our Kindergarten Teacher, 

Mrs. Anderson delivered her 
daughter on Tuesday, November 
25th at 4:32 am.  She weighed 
8 pounds 7 ounces and was 20 
inches long.  Her name is Breanna 
Katherine Mae Anderson. “Life 
with baby Breanna has been 
great.  She is a true blessing and 
brings us much joy.  Luckily she 
sleeps mostly through the night 
so that I am able to have enough 
energy to teach my wonderful 
Kindergarten class.”

Heart of Heritage Breakfast 
Fundraising Event 

 Date: May 7, 2015 

 Time: 7:30– 8:30 a.m.     

 Location: Meyers Lake Ballroom  

 3218 Parkway St. NW Canton, OH 44708  

RSVP by April 23, 2015 to Xavier Lemon at 330-452-8271 or email xlemon@hcscanton.org 

Visit hcscanton.org for more details about the Heart of  Heritage Program 

PARCC TESTING & ASSESSMENTS
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 

College and Careers, or PARCC, testing platforms are 
designed as deeper/critical thinking questions with multi-
step and extended response answers.  This format of 
question & answer is entirely different in nature than the 
traditional testing.  Heritage Christian School has worked 
to prepare students for the new testing format by: including 
more extended response and critical thinking questions in 
their class work & tests, paper and online worksheets and 
practice test that are available in the new format, along 
with additional time in the computer labs for our students, 
especially younger students that need to gain the look and 
feel of a computer prior to testing.  

Mrs. Robinson, Mr. Brooks and Mrs. Seese spent many 
hours preparing for this new online state testing. This has 
been a huge undertaking as hours were spent preparing our 
network and computer labs, importing all of our student info 
and preparing the staff for the testing. Mr. Brooks and Mrs. 
Lautenen administered the tests, while each teacher was 
present to help answer questions and be moral support. 
Many thanks to our faculty and staff for the hard work put 
into this new system and student preparation.
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WINTER SPORTS WRAP UP 

Basketball: 
The high school basketball teams played 22 

games each.  Sixty-six games total between the 
Varsity Girls, JV Boys and Varsity Boys basketball 
teams. Our middle school teams play in the Meyers 
Lake YMCA Leagues.   Middle School boys 
basketball season ended with a second place finish 
in the consolation bracket of the Meyers Lake YMCA 
League Tournament.  

	Homecoming Game Highlights:  A large 
crowd packed the Martin Center to watch 
a very exciting basketball game.  Between 
the JV and Varsity games, the Homecoming 
court along with the crowing of Heritage 
Homecoming Queen and King took place. 
Congratulations to Homecoming Queen 
Rachel Wade, King Mikal Meadows, and all 
of the class Ambassadors. The high school 
choir made us all proud as they opened the 
game singing the National Anthem.  Great job 
Mr. Gonot!

Bowling: 
High School bowling team competed in the 

OHSAA Sectional Tournament, no bowlers 
advanced but I did get an email from the tournament 
director Bob Kolarik and I quote: “Your bowlers were 
their usual well-behaved young men and women 
at Saturday’s OHSAA bowling tournament and 
represented your school well.”  

	In the News: Congratulations to Senior Sierra 
Colter for being named Stark County Bowler 
of the Week in the Canton Repository during 
week seven of the season! 

Spring sports information is posted on 
our school website.

Follow HCS Athletics 
on Twitter 

@hcscanton

Varsity Cheer

Junior Varsity Cheer

Junior Varsity 
Basketball

Varsity 
Boys Basketball

Varsity
Girls Basketball

Bowling



HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
2107 6th St. SW  Canton, Ohio 44706
www.heritagechristianschool.org

Non-Profit
Organization

U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 402

Canton, OH

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Early Childhood Expansion Scholarship: Do you have a preschool 
aged child? Do you make too much to qualify for local preschool funding?  Heritage 
Christian Preschool has state funded scholarships available for the 2015-16 school year!  
If your family income meets the Federal Guidelines (see chart), you may qualify!  

*Our Preschool also accepts JOBS through the Department of Job and Family Services* 

Income Based Scholarship: Want your child to have  
Christ-centered education but think you can’t afford it? Kindergarten, First 
Grade, and NOW SECOND GRADE students  may qualify for an Income 
Based Scholarship. If your family income meets the Federal Guidelines (see 
chart), you may qualify!  

Household Size 200 Percent 

2 $31,860 

3 $40,180 

4 $48,500 

5 $56,820 

For each additional 
person add: 

$8,320 
EdChoice Scholarship: If you could choose the school your child attends, 
would it be the school he/she currently attends? Students who currently attend or 
will be assigned to the following schools now have a choice:  

 MIDDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL: Hartford Middle School, Crenshaw Middle School,  
Canton Digital Academy, Choices Alternative (10-12) 

 ELEMENTARY: Allen, Schreiber, Belden, Cedar, Dueber, Fairmount, Gibbs, & Youtz  

Early Childhood Expansion Scholarship: Do you have a preschool 
aged child? Do you make too much to qualify for local preschool funding?  Heritage 
Christian Preschool has state funded scholarships available for the 2015-16 school year!  
If your family income meets the Federal Guidelines (see chart), you may qualify!  

*Our Preschool also accepts JOBS through the Department of Job and Family Services* 

Income Based Scholarship: Want your child to have  
Christ-centered education but think you can’t afford it? Kindergarten, First 
Grade, and NOW SECOND GRADE students  may qualify for an Income 
Based Scholarship. If your family income meets the Federal Guidelines (see 
chart), you may qualify!  

Household Size 200 Percent 

2 $31,860 

3 $40,180 

4 $48,500 

5 $56,820 

For each additional 
person add: 

$8,320 
EdChoice Scholarship: If you could choose the school your child attends, 
would it be the school he/she currently attends? Students who currently attend or 
will be assigned to the following schools now have a choice:  

 MIDDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL: Hartford Middle School, Crenshaw Middle School,  
Canton Digital Academy, Choices Alternative (10-12) 

 ELEMENTARY: Allen, Schreiber, Belden, Cedar, Dueber, Fairmount, Gibbs, & Youtz  


