B uilding on a F irm F oundation for L ife T ransformation

JOY TO THE WORLD!

HCS – A GREAT SCHOOL CHOICE
FOR FAMILIES

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2012, 7 P.M.
Celebrate and remember the
real reason for Christmas! We are
celebrating the day that our Savior
Jesus Christ came into this world so
that He could provide a way to life
with our Father in heaven. It is a day
that should bring us excitement
and joy not just because of gifts,
family, and food, but because
we remember that on Christmas,
our Lord was born. Leading the
celebration will be the entire K-5th
grade, the middle school choir,
the high school choir, the concert
band, the high school praise band,
and the handbell ensemble. Joy to
the world! The Lord has come!

Parents have the
divine responsibility
to educate their
children
and
make choices for
their good. The
opportunity
to
make a thoughtful,
personal
school
choice is a blessing
and privilege. We
encourage families
to:
•
•

A WORD FROM OUR ADMINISTRATOR
Greetings and Merry Christmas
to each and every one of you.
We
have
just
finished
Thanksgiving Day and I hope that
your Thanksgiving Day was one of
peace, joy and family, as loved ones
gathered together enjoying the
traditional Thanksgiving meal and
ball games.
As we move from Thanksgiving
Day toward Christmas and look
forward to the Advent of our
Savior’s birth, we should never
forget that celebrating Christmas
with its traditions of presents and joyful celebrations of song
and word, did not begin until 400 years after HIS death and
resurrection.
The reason we celebrate Christmas is EASTER. It is the death
and resurrection of Jesus that gives us the assurance of eternal
life. Remember, on this Christmas Day that because He died and
was resurrected, we can truly celebrate HIS birthday.
My wish for your family this Christmas is God’s blessings
with joyful expectations for the New Year.
In His name and service,

Charles C. Riddle Sr.

Dec. 2012 - Feb. 2013

•
•

EDUCATE your child with classes that integrate
Biblical principles into all areas of life.
ENGAGE in a three-fold partnership between family,
church and school.
ENJOY a family environment that encourages great
relationships.
EQUIP your students for higher education and future
occupations.

OUR MISSION:
A – Academic Excellence – 100 percent graduation rate,
test scores exceeding national averages, new computer labs,
quality curriculum and certified, qualified teachers
B – Bible-Based – daily Bible teaching and prayer, weekly
chapels, Biblical truth integrated into all courses
C – Community Commitment – consistent opportunities
for students and families to serve and bless the world
Read on to learn more about how these three
points are being fleshed out daily, and also visit
www.heritagechristianschool.org for more information.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December
7
K-12 Christmas Celebration, 7 p.m.
10
Last day to turn in Jubilee card money to qualify for awards
11
Winter Sports Picture Day, 1:15 p.m.
14
“Day of Jubilee” for students selling 10 Jubilee Cards
14
Progress Reports Produced Online
20 - Jan 1 Christmas Break -- No School, Preschool -12th grade
January
2
8
16-18
21
22-25
25

School Resumes
FAFSA College Financial Aid Meeting, 7 p.m.
Exam Week for Middle School and High Schooll
No School, Preschool through 12th Grade to honor Martin
Luther King Jr. day
Spiritual Emphasis Week, Grades 6-12
Report Cards Go Home

December
7
Chapel, 9 a.m.
19
Crazy Christmas Clothes
20th –1st Christmas Break NO SCHOOL

26
26
28

Homecoming Games at J. Babe Stearn Center,
11:30 a.m. (Girls), 1 p.m. (Boys)
High School Homecoming Festivities
HCS Community Event at the Martin Center

February -- Fill the Halls!
1
Fantastic Friday Open House, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
1
Fantastic Friday Festival and Free Pasta Dinner, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
8
Fantastic Friday Open House, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
12
Move Ahead Night and Parent Appreciation, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
15
Church Leaders’ Breakfast, 9 a.m.
15
Fantastic Friday Open House, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
18
Presidents’ Day -- No School, Preschool through 12th grade
21
Kindergarten Open House, 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
22
Progress Reports Produced Online
22
Fantastic Friday Open House, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
25
Visitation Day for 6th-12th graders, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

PRESCHOOL CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February- Spanish Month
1
Chapel 9 a.m.
4
Kidmobile
14
* Pink, Purple, & Red Day
15
Chapel, 9 a.m. /Home-style Breakfast in Café
15
Church Leaders’ Breakfast, 9 a.m.
18
Presidents’ Day NO SCHOOL
21
Kindergarten Open House
28
*Fiesta Day

January- Sign Language Month
1
New Year’s Day NO SCHOOL
2
School Resumes
4
Chapel, 9 a.m.
7
Kidmobile
18
Chapel, 9 a.m.
21
Martin Luther King Jr. Day NO SCHOOL

* Fun Days: Please dress up, or bring in items to match the theme.

FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE

WORK DAY

NO MORE EXCUSES!

Families, we encourage and ask you to volunteer for at least one work
day per year and we thank those of you who do! We need MANY more
volunteers to accomplish a number of easy but necessary projects around
the building. This also helps keep maintenance and cleaning costs down.
Thank you to those who helped during the November 17 Work Day. The
next work day is Saturday, March 9, 2013.

Have you ever said, “I’m healthy! I don’t need a flu vaccine.”?
Anyone can become sick with the flu and experience serious complications.
Older people, young children, pregnant women and people with medical
conditions like asthma, diabetes, heart and kidney disease are at especially high
risk from the flu; however, kids, teens and adults who are active and healthy
also can get the flu and become very ill from it. Flu viruses are unpredictable,
and every season puts YOU at risk. During the holiday season mingling with
others and families brings the opportunity for exposure to infectious diseases,
especially seasonal influenza. If you still need an influenza vaccine, it’s not too
late! Help stop the spread of the flu! And remember the importance of cough
and sneeze etiquette. Most important is HANDWASHING! Avoid touching the
eyes, nose and mouth (the “T” zone) and stay home when ill. Everyone ages six
months and older should get vaccinated against the flu every year. Influenza is
a “vaccine-preventable” disease. Have a happy and HEALTHY holiday!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mike and Cheryl McAfee
Amy Collins
Larry and Amy Wade & Rachel
Hannah Kasler
Ashley Galliher
Ryan Carpenter
Andrew DeMarco

Nancy A. Parsons, RN BSN - School Nurse
Note: The North Canton Medical Foundation is now administering the flu
vaccine on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. at the Main
Campus, Entrance “C”. For ages 9 and older, no appointment is necessary. They
accept a variety of insurances including AultCare. Questions can be directed to
330-433-1439.

BOXTOPS CHALLENGE
Thank you for turning in thousands of Box Tops this fall! Congratulations
to the Junior Class for winning first place (and an ice cream party) for
turning in the most Box Tops by far, with 86 percent participation. The 10th
grade came in second, the 7th grade placed 3rd, and the 2nd grade placed
4th! Thank you! These monies support important school purchases that
benefit students and programs!
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Megan Davis
Brian Brooks
Karla and Rick Robinson
Wendy Nowak & Luke, Adam
Rex Beach & Sarah
Howard Pizor

ATHENS SUPPORTS CAFÉ
Just down the street from Heritage is
Athens Restaurant, a Canton landmark. Their
delicious meals and friendly atmosphere
attract regular customers, including many
Heritage staff. There is even an HCS alumnus
working on staff there in the family-owned
restaurant. Athens has provided financial
sponsorship to our school café. Next time
you’re in our school café, look for this poster!
And when you’re hungry for a delicious
Greek-inspired meal, visit Athens and thank
them for supporting our school.

“FILL THE HALLS” FEBRUARY!

FANTASTIC FRIDAY FESTIVAL

BRING A FRIEND. INVITE A FAMILY. SHARE YOUR STORY.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2013
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at Heritage Christian School

February will be filled with special events and dates designed around
introducing new families and visitors to our HCS family. We want to FILL the
halls, FILL the rooms, FILL the desks with MORE students who can receive
a great Christian education in a safe, loving, academically-challenging
environment!

A special outreach event! Invite a prospective
student or family to become part of our HCS family!
IT ALL ADDS UP TO FUN!
Bring a Visitor
+ Bounce House
+ Carnival Games
+ Fun (and Educational) Activities
+ FREE Pasta Dinner
----------------------------------------------------------= Fantastic Friday Festival

YOU, families, alumni, friends are the KEY. Your words of affirmation,
your word-of-mouth testimonial, and your personal invitation can make
all the difference in helping a family consider and choose Heritage.
And, remember, there are rewards for your efforts – eternal rewards
for helping move the kingdom forward as we help train up the next
generation for God’s glory! We also want to thank you and share the
benefits, by giving you substantial tuition discounts for helping enroll a
new student or family through the Each One Reach One program! Please
partner with us!

Help us PACK THE HOUSE and FILL THE HALLS with people who need to
see what HCS is all about!

MOVE AHEAD NIGHT AND
PARENT APPRECIATION

KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, February 12
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The Kindergarten Open House is a special morning designed for
parents and preschoolers to see and experience HCS. Bring your preschool
child to our special chapel service led by the kindergarten class, and to visit
the kindergarten room and see a “day in the life” of HCS kindergarteners.
Parents also will see and hear detailed information that day about our
philosophy of education, scheduling, options for half-day and full-day,
tuition, and tuition assistance.

Thursday, February 21
8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

For current families and visitors to catch a vision of what NEXT
school year will look like for your child and have the opportunity for E-Z
Re-enrollment. “Move up” a grade, meet teachers, and see opportunities,
activities, options, textbooks and environments. And, enjoy pizza and ice
cream! Re-enroll your student that night, and receive a FREE ticket to the
spring play!

FANTASTIC FRIDAYS OPEN HOUSES
Every Friday in February! – February 1, 8, 15, 22
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Visiting parents and/or students are encouraged to come for any
part of the day to tour, sit in on classes, enjoy lunch, and see the school
in action.

OPTIONS FOR HOMESCHOOLERS
Some families who make the school choice to homeschool their
children have found that HCS offers courses, events, and extracurricular
activities that benefit their homeschooling child. Heritage offers an array
of academic courses, fine arts and sports for homeschooled students in
middle school and high school. Please visit and meet with us to discuss
how we can partner with you! Options for homeschoolers, and a list
of 2012-2013 course offerings and descriptions is available at www.
heritagechristianschool.org under Admissions.

6TH-12TH GRADE VISITATION DAY
Monday, February 25, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
This visitation day is designed for students who have been registered
by a parent or guardian. Visiting students will have a student “tour guide”
to accompany them to a chapel service, and to show them around classes
and activities, followed by a delicious lunch. Parents are welcome to stay
and receive a tour and information, or to drop off and pick up their student.
To register call (330) 452-0671, email tseese@heritagechristianschool.org,
or visit www.heritagechristianschool.org under Visit HCS.

WIN AN IPAD!
The first four families who help recruit and enroll one new student
for the 2013-2014 school year will receive an iPad for their family. (Families
must follow the Each One Reach One guidelines available in the Main
Office and at www.heritagechristianschool.org under Admissions.) A
Heritage board member donated a total of four iPads that will be given to
up to four families who participate.

The Heritage Conqueror
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Alumni Spotlights

SAMSON TOE, HCS CLASS OF 2008
His active service continues at Malone, where he served
in multiple capacities as pianist/organist, percussionist, singer,
student conductor, chaplain, class representative for University
Student Senate, and Student Body Vice President.
He’s had some amazing off-campus opportunities and
challenges along the way, serving as Intern Assistant Conductor of
the Canton Youth Symphony for four years, and as a Conducting
Intern for the Hollywood Youth Orchestra and Wind Symphony
during the summer of 2011. He made his international conducting
debut this past summer when he was invited to conduct on a series
of concerts throughout Italy and Switzerland under the direction
of Maestro Joseph del Principe in cooperation with the University
of Siena. He’s served regularly for six years as Director of Music and
Organist at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. And he’s only in his
early twenties.
Samson said many people have been instrumental in helping
him become the man he is today: his parents Angela and Samson
Toe “for supporting me in pursuing my dreams; Matthew Brown
(conducting mentor) for putting trust in me and allowing me to
serve as his assistant; Dr. David Donelson (music professor) for
pushing me in my musicality; Professor Emeritus Sandra Carnes
(long-term piano teacher) for making me the musician that I am;
and Heritage music directors Kate Blinn and Sharman Hedges for
giving me responsibilities and allowing me to get my feet wet in
music education.”
Samson Toe, Class of 2008, in
Switzerland at an antique pipe organ.

When asked about his dream job, Samson said, “I would love to
write and conduct music for Walt Disney.”

If you don’t know Samson Toe, you should. And if you recognize
him in this photo, it may be because Samson is constantly tagged
on Facebook, or because his many fans and friends take photos of
him (to his dismay), then declare a “Samson Toe Takeover” where
they make his image their profile picture. “I don’t know what that’s
all about,” laughed Samson.

When sharing about the impact of his Heritage education,
Samson said, “The Bible says to bring up a child in the way that they
should go and they will not depart from it. Having God at the center
of my educational experience at Heritage helped me to realize and
seek to have God at the center of all of my life’s endeavors.”

Samson definitely makes an impact on the world around
him, and he gives the glory to God. “The opportunities that I have
been given I can honestly say have been evidence to me that I am
blessed and highly favored of the Lord,” he said. “The things that I
have done I have not done by my own strength, but it is Christ in
me.”
Samson transferred to Heritage from St Peter’s Catholic School
in the 8th grade. He started off playing percussion in the HCS band,
then quickly advanced to playing piano for all of the school choirs,
and for the praise bands in chapel services. Samson also played in
the hand bell choir, and then became the student conductor. As
if that weren’t enough, he also served as the executive student
body chaplain, and then as senior class chaplain, and student body
president. And he said he made lifelong, close friends at Heritage.
Since graduating in 2008, Samson has been pursuing his
Music and Education Major/ Piano Pedagogy Certificate at Malone
University, with an emphasis in piano and a minor in percussion. He
plans to obtain a Master’s of Music in Orchestral Conducting.
4

Samson conducting students through the University of Siena
international summer music program.
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TODD STACH, HCS CLASS OF 1990
“You know how people will sometimes
ask you if you could go back to high school or
college? I always answer high school – and in
particular – senior year,” said Todd Stach, HCS
Class of 1990 alum.
And even though he admits to having been
“a class clown that made male teachers bald
and female teachers to color their gray hair,” he
has developed and harnessed his creativity and
spirit for the work world.
Todd currently works as Chief Creative Officer for 104.9 the River
radio in Columbus, a Christian radio station. “My team and I build and
protect our brand of ‘Uplifting’ and ‘Kid-safe’ for our audio, digital and
print materials,” Todd explained. “I love that each day is different with
new and exciting challenges to solve with a team of people who love
their jobs. Plus, we have a Keurig coffee machine.”
Todd attended HCS from 5th grade through graduation. He
played basketball, soccer and baseball throughout his middle school
and high school years. And, in good Heritage form, he was involved in
a well-rounded variety of other roles, including the 1990 spring play
“Papa was a Preacher,” and serving in either class or
student council positions.

“I was married in 1995 to my college sweetheart who is a
Mansfield Christian School alum,” Todd added, “and we have three
wonderful kids. Most recently I was reminded of God’s hand in my
life through my three children,” Todd explained. “I see my and my
wife’s strengths and weaknesses in them – yet seeing them turn into
their own unique individuals is such an amazing portrait to watch
every day.”
He said too many people to name have been a part of the
process of refining him. “Sometimes that has meant grace, and other
times that has been through crucial conversations,” he explained.
“I’m NOT where I need to be yet, but I’m a better man because of
those who have believed in me and were courageous enough to be
honest.”
“I believe that my time at HCS prepared me for the college
experience, not only in the classroom, but also in the extra-curricular
activities that were available,” he said. “In hindsight, I should’ve taken
advantage of more of them. I believe that the environment at HCS
gives students an advantage in learning -- and socially. Because God
is at the center, a Christian worldview is the #1 priority, and with that
as the focus, students have a head start to a bright future beyond
their years at HCS.”

“I have many wonderful memories at HCS!,”
Todd said. “My most favorite has to be remembering
back to how tight our senior class was and the so
many who’ve reconnected on Facebook. I love
seeing their life from the past 20 years through
pictures and the eyes of their kids. Senior year was
filled with amazing times with sports, Christmas
play, Spring play, homecoming, Junior/Senior
banquet, and saying goodbye at graduation.”
After his fun and favorite senior year at HCS,
Todd continued his schooling, work, and family life.
He attended Cedarville University and graduated
with a degree in Broadcast Management,
Production and Sales. After college he worked at
radio stations in Cincinnati, Fort Myers, Mansfield,
Cleveland and now in Columbus.

Todd Stach (back row, fourth from left) and the River Team at Faith Mission.

JULIE (WACKERLY) MARSHALL,
HCS CLASS OF 1985
HCS Class of 1985 alum Julie Marshall visited Heritage in
November to network and collaborate with HCS administration and
staff about leading and developing Christian schools. She serves as
the Director of Development for Jefferson County Christian School
in Wintersville, Ohio.
Here’s what she had to say about her education at Heritage:
”HCS gave me a solid foundation and preparation for college. Mrs.
Gunnerson prepared me so well for the secretarial and business
classes that I took that I actually tested out of the beginning levels. I
graduated from college in 1989 with an A.S. in Secretarial Studies. I
enjoyed being a full-time wife and mom for 17 years. When I re-entered
the workforce in 2008, I still had so many skills to draw from, and it
all began at Heritage. Spiritually, HCS pointed me in the direction of
serving the Lord with my life and I will forever be grateful for that!”
The Heritage Conqueror

5

Our Mission

HCS HOLDS MOCK ELECTION

A - Academic Excellence
B - Bible-Based
C - Community Commitment

~ ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE ~
STUDENTS EXPERIENCE UNIVERSITY LEARNING
High school English teacher Tracy Nedelka seized an opportunity
to give students firsthand exposure to learning language, literature and
writing in a university setting. In November she and three students traveled
to Ashland University for a day of educational workshops. Students Austin
Caldwell, Ruthanne Brooks and Julia Brooks attended three workshops:
•

“Seeing and Suggesting: The Grammar of Perception in
Literature and Film,” which explored how the narrative meaning
and significance is conveyed in book and film versions of the
same source text.

•

”Writing along the Continuum,” which explored different types
of writing and how to decide where a writing assignment or
draft should be located on the continuum.

•

”Write to the Rhythm of Your Own Pen,” which explored how
college students write, and what is offered at the college level
for students involved in English or Journalism. This workshop
was run by a professor and panel of college students.

“The students enjoyed the day of learning,” said Mrs. Nedelka, “with
the fabulous lunch and the film workshop being their two favorite things.”

GET STARTED IN IT
Heritage now offers CompTIA computer
networking curriculum that prepares high
school students for careers in IT.
According to CompTIA:
•
•
•

There are 400,000 open IT jobs in
the U.S as of 2011
86% of hirers say IT certifications
are a priority
Average CompTIA A+ certified tech
salary: $50,364

Computer Support Specialists earn a median income of $51,820
nationwide. The number of available jobs is projected to grow by 18%
through 2020, according to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics.
With the next level of training, an HCS student can move into the area
of Network and Computer Systems Administration. The United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that network and computer systems
administrators earn a mean income of $74,270 nationally. The number of
available jobs is projected to grow by 28% through 2020.
Comparable coursework and intensive training courses offered
through local universities and organizations range in cost from $800 plus
book fees and materials to $2,400. The cost to HCS students is included in
the Heritage tuition.
Once coursework is completed through Heritage, students may
choose to take the CompTIA A+ exam (separate fee paid to CompTIA and
administered off-site). Successfully passing the exam gives students an
entry-level certification to start them on a career path that can lead to
employment in the IT specialties of computer support, hardware repair,
networking, network administration or computer security. Visit www.
heritagechristianschool.org to get info!
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In the final week before Americans voted in the 2012 Presidential
election, Heritage Christian School students gained hands-on experience
during their own mock election. This simulation of the democratic process
involved all of the middle school and high school students and teachers
for several class periods each day for a week. The goal was to get students
effectively learning the process by immersing themselves in it and seeing
firsthand what it’s all about.
Students were assigned to Democratic, Libertarian and Republican
parties. Presidential and vice presidential candidates also were assigned
to their roles and they prepared speeches and debates. Party members
busily formed the campaign platform as they also decorated hallways with
slogans, posters and buttons for their party and candidate.
The following Monday, all students voted for the candidate of
their choice, and teachers instituted an electoral college vote based on
homeroom sizes.
Seventh grader Christian Chang found the process interesting. “I don’t
know what it’s like in a real election, but what we did was fun.” Christian
was in charge of creating a “commercial” for his candidate. “Our objective
was to tell what the candidate was going to do (as President),” he said. He
searched online, wrote the one-minute script, chose and directed actors
and worked to get the message across.
“It was interesting to see all three sides of the debates and speeches
(Democratic, Republican and Libertarian), and how they view what they’re
doing, and how they view each other…and what they decided to point out
as important,” Christian said. Though students were assigned to parties,
they voted as they wished personally. Christian said the candidates’
arguments did not sway him from his original opinion.
“It was such an exciting time in our country,” said Karla Robinson,
lead teacher of Heritage’s middle school and high school. “As America has
come through some very difficult economic times, this election and the
process involved may be one of the most memorable in recent history.
Every student had a part to play, and it was a great way for students to
learn the facts from all parties involved,” she continued.

PEER TUTORING
Peer Tutoring is once again available throughout the school day. High
School honor students will be available during study hall times to assist a
student who needs extra help, or needs time to review for a test, quiz or
exam, or maybe needs extra practice at a particular topic. If you would like
to have your student pursue this option, please feel free to call the office,
or email Mrs. Robinson @ krobinson@heritagechristianschool.org.
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~ BIBLE-BASED ~

THANKING VETERANS

RESULTS
Imagine students reading, re-reading and memorizing Jesus’ words
in the Sermon on the Mount as recorded in the gospel of Matthew. Great
truths are revealed in those Scriptures, and are now hidden in the hearts
of HCS second through 12th graders who accepted the challenge to learn
them.
Congratulations to the 55 students who were chosen to compete in
the Bible Bowl for the grades, and also to the 4th grade and 10th grade
students who won the Bible Bowl Quiz Competition this year:
4th Grade: Andrew Coblentz, Sienna Darden, Skylar Jacobsen, Emily
Kasler, Faith West
10th Grade: Josh Bartsch, Chance Blankenship, Julia Brooks, Ruthanne
Brooks, Luke Fisk.

The Heritage family took the opportunity to honor and thank
veterans during an all-school chapel service on November 12. The
service opened with the high school Praise & Worship Team, which
led the assembly in two songs. Fifth graders served as morning
pledge leaders. We were honored to host members of The Blue
Star Mothers organization, which unites and supports mothers of
those serving in the military. They referred to HCS sophomore Ryan
Carpenter, grandson of one of the members, as their “associate
member,” and helpful volunteer. The keynote speaker was Pastor
Jim Hill, a former Marine, retired NSA Intelligence Officer and
Deputy Sheriff, and father-in-law of high school science teacher
Brian Jacobsen. Mr. Hill spoke to students in kindergarten through
12th grade about the cost of freedom and the importance of
thanking those who have secured it for us in this country. He went
on to say that we will never have full, complete peace until Jesus
Christ’s kingdom comes.
“I feel today that I’m standing before the next greatest
generation because you are preparing yourselves not only for
formal education, but to carry the banner of Jesus Christ --’JehovahNissi’-- by carrying the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world.
‘You are being raised up for God’s army,’ he said-- an army that
shares the truth and love of Jesus, who paid “the ultimate sacrifice
for our ultimate freedom.
“My prayer,” Mr. Hill said, “is that you will be Semper Fidelis -always faithful.”

Fourth and fifth grade students compete in the Bible Bowl under the
direction of HCS parent Mr. Rob Kasler.

CHURCH LEADERS’ BREAKFAST
Church Leaders are invited to visit Heritage on Friday, February 15 at 9
a.m. for a delicious complimentary homestyle breakfast, a tour, roundtable
discussions, and good fellowship. It is our desire to partner with the more
than 70 churches represented by our student body. We believe in the
threefold partnership of church-home-school to help students grow like
Jesus did – “ in wisdom, in stature, and in favor with God and man.”

~ COMMUNITY COMMITMENT ~
“LOVE THE CHILDREN” TOY DRIVE
Mrs. Croston and High School Beta
sponsored “Love the Children” toy
drive. This toy drive is part of the Love
Canton Project of churches and family
groups in inner city Canton. The need for
toys and food to help these needy families
has risen dramatically this year. HCS
students committed to bringing in 100
toys. We exceeded the goal and brought
in 120 toys. The students also took
monetary donations and went shopping
for the remainder of the toys needed.
Students also will spend two different days helping to wrap and prepare
the toys for the Christmas celebration. These toys are going to families that
might somehow slip through the cracks of other organizations. Your
donations are helping to make Christmas a whole lot brighter for many
children in our area. Thank you!

by Nathan Martin, 11th Grade
Collection dates: January 7, 2013 through February 1, 2013
It is time again for the Souper Bowl of Caring. The Souper Bowl
of Caring is a way to give back to those in need. There are collections
of non-perishable food items to be given to those who really need
it more than us. We will be giving our collected goods to the Total
Living Center and Turnaround Community Outreach. Both of these
associations help people local to us in Canton and Stark County.
The HCS Beta Clubs will be collecting goods for almost a month
after the New Year begins. This is the seventh year that Middle
School and High School Beta Clubs will lead the collecting. We
would love to have all the help and support you can provide us
with. Collection boxes will be available around the school.
This national student-led movement is organized around the
annual national Super Bowl football games. It’s an effort to recognize
the overflow that many have, and to use the fun and national impact
of the Super Bowl games to remind families to share their blessings
with those in need in our neighborhoods and communities. Heritage
has donated thousands of food and hygiene items to our community
through the Souper Bowl of Caring.

The Heritage Conqueror
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Middle School & High School News
STUDENTS SERVE AT CAFÉ DISCO
By Mrs. Karla Robinson, Lead Teacher for Middle School and
High School
For the past three years Stark County, in conjunction
with First Christian Church and their growing Adult Day
Services Program, has organized an adult prom for the
Developmentally Delayed Adult Community. This year, Mrs.
Amy Wade and I took 20 volunteer high school students
over to participate. They gave six hours of their Saturday
evening to share the love of Christ with some very special
people. Cafe’ Disco is not just a dance, however; there is a
catered dinner, games, prizes, movies and popcorn, a quiet
room for those who would prefer it, and a special spot for the
caregivers of the DD community. Our students ran the game
area all evening. Plinko, milk bottle toss, ring toss, bean bag
throw, corn hole and many more games were all available for
the guests to enjoy. We received this very special thank you
note (below) from the directors of the prom, thanking us for
how responsible, caring and loving our students were to the
special guests for the evening.
“I headed up the games for Cafe Disco, and I wanted to
thank you and your students for participating. They did such a
great job! They reached out to the guests in Christian love and
made them feel special. They conducted themselves with such
respect. It must be a privilege to work with these students.”
God Bless,
Sue M.

COME ON, RING THOSE BELLS!
By Abbey Earich, 12th Grade
Every year around Christmastime, it is almost impossible to
go shopping anywhere without hearing the telltale bell-ringing
of a Salvation Army volunteer. While some find the noise
irritating, the ministry itself brings in millions of dollars each
year in donations. The money goes toward Christmas dinners,
clothing, and toys for families in need; financial assistance and
gifts for the elderly; and shelters and meals for the homeless.
For several years now, the middle school and high school
Beta Clubs have partnered with the Salvation Army by
volunteering our time to help with this important ministry. This
year, the high school Beta Club volunteers at Fisher Foods on
Harrison Avenue from November 28-30 and December 12-14.
The middle school Beta Club will be volunteering on December
13 at Fisher Foods and Walmart.

HIGH SCHOOL
HONOR ROLL

MIDDLE SCHOOL
HONOR ROLL

First Nine Weeks
*Denotes High Honor

First Nine Weeks
*Denotes All A’s

12th Grade
Austin Caldwell*
Symeon Crosier
Abbey Earich*
Alyssa Frey
Shannon Grimes*
Rachel King*
Jacob Moody
Lauren Randolph

8th Grade
Rachel Bartsch
Katie Corbit*
Megan Davis
Andrew Martin
Andrew Wade*
Michaela Williams

11th Grade
Andrew Boak*
Davina Blanche
Joey Corbit*
Nathan Davis
Nathan Martin*
Ryan Neighbor*
Logan Webster

IMPORTANT DATES
GUIDANCE OFFICE
Important ACT Dates
Test Date

Registration Deadline

Late Registration Deadline

12/8/2012

11/2/2012

11/16/2012

2/9/2013

1/11/2013

1/18/2013

4/13/2013

3/8/2013

3/22/2013

6/8/2013

5/3/2013

5/17/2013

Important SAT Dates
Registration Deadline

Late Reg. Deadline

1/26/2013 SAT & Subject Test

12/28/2012

1/11/2013

3/09/2013 SAT Only

2/8/2013

2/22/2013

Test Date

Test

5/4/2013

SAT & Subject Test

4/5/2013

4/19/2013

6/1/2013

SAT & Subject Test

5/2/2013

5/17/2013
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10th Grade
Josh Bartsch*
Chance Blankenship
Julia Brooks*
Ruthanne Brooks*
Diva Colter*
Andrew DeMarco
Kathryn Grimes*
Hannah Kasler
Melody Rexrode
9th Grade
Siera Colter
Ashlee Galliher*
Claire King*
Cathryn Thompson
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7th Grade
David Bartsch
Christian Chang
Dominic Fier
Maci Jakubiak
Josh Kasler
Kelcey Norris
Luke Nowak
Rachel Schukert
6th Grade
Matthew McNutt

Spring Play

FROM THE DESK OF
THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

A COMEDY-MURDER MYSTERY
by Craig Sodaro and directed by Miss Kristi Kindler
(with a bit of pirate spoof, Mateys!)
Friday, March 22 and Saturday, March 23
Be sure to bring the whole family to this funny and
entertaining play by Pioneer Drama Services!

Sports News
HOMECOMING GAMES
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2013
11:30 a.m. Girls Varsity vs. People’s Baptist
1 p.m. Boys Varsity vs. People’s Baptist
Games will be played at a NEW location:
J. Babe Stearn Community Center
2628 13th Street SW Canton, OH 44710
330-455-3921
The Homecoming student festivities will be Saturday, January 26.

FALL SPORTS AWARDS
Varsity Volleyball
Conqueror - Ruthanne Brooks
MVP - Summer Kinney
Coach’s Award - Ashlee Galliher
Most Improved - Diva Colter

by Larry Wade
Winter is upon us and the cold days mean the gyms
around town are filled with the sounds of bouncing
basketballs and squeaking shoes. Both Middle School and
High Schools teams are practicing, working hard to get ready
for the upcoming seasons. The High School teams both
have a full, 22-game schedule, with a Varsity Boys team, and
Varsity and JV girls teams.
Our Middle School teams will be playing in the Meyers
Lake YMCA Private School Basketball League. We have
decided to join this league for a number of reasons including:
a) Less travel; b) Less cost; c) To build relationships with area
middle schools both as a organization and a student body.
We will be playing a few other games with Christian schools
with which we have a longstanding relationship.
Heritage will also be fielding a full bowling team again
this year, with six students forming a varsity team. We are
excited to have a full team competing again this season,
which allows students to compete in regular season matches
and the OHSAA Tournament.
Thank you to our Winter Sports Team Coaches!
• Mr. Paul McNutt, Varsity Boys Basketball
• Mr. Larry Wade, Varsity Girls Basketball
• Mr. Brian Campbell, JV Girls Basketball
• Miss Terin Corn, Varsity Bowling
• Mr. Marty Martin, Middle School Boys Basketball
• Miss Dionne Harris, Middle School Girls Basketball
All the schedules for the winter sports team will be posted
on the school website, so check them out and make plans to
come and cheer on the teams.
The Athletic Department always needs the financial
and volunteer support of the community as a whole. If
you will lend a helping hand with game day activities
(stat taking, keeping score books, running score clocks,
etc.), please call Larry Wade at 330-452-0671 or email
lwade@heritagechristianschool.org.

Golf
Conqueror Award - Austin Caldwell
Middle School Volleyball
Conqueror Award - Eva Kelley
MVP - Trustyn Holland-Kerekes
Most Improved - Breanna Curtiss-Pryor
Gold Star - Kelcey Norris
Chili Cook-off Winners
Tie - Amy Wade & Coach Lori Brittain

For the second year in a row, Heritage students were able to play
tackle football in conjunction with area parochial schools.
The Heritage Conqueror
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Development and Fundraising
PROGRESS TOWARD FINAL GOAL: $160,000
$175,000

Goal

$160,000
$150,000
$125,000

Heritage Christian School’s annual
budget is based on fundraising for
nearly 14% of its operating money.
This is accomplished through sales,
the hike, events and donations. We
ask that each family support this effort
to help balance the budget and meet
or exceed our goal by the end of the
school year.

$100,000

• Golf Outing
Goal $30,000 | Raised $32,000

$75,000

• Heritage Hike
Goal $13,500 | Raised $15,200

$50,000

• Jubilee Card Sale
Goal $10,500

$25,000

• Candy Sale
Goal $6,000
• Spring Auction
Goal $25,000

$0

• Annual Kids’ Campaign
Goal $75,000 | Raised $10,100
• Total $160,000 | Raised $57,300
Please Help Us Reach Our Goal By
June 30, 2013.

HIKE COMES HOME
This year the Heritage hike came “home.” Elementary students
hiked around Meyer’s Park. Middle School and High School students
hiked to the McKinley Monument, where they also enjoyed some
team-building time with teachers and friends. In addition, a huge
carnival served as the reward for the hard work and effort of students,
rather than costly prizes. These changes saved hundreds of dollars in
hike and bowling expenses, but kept the fun and spirit of this event.
And HCS raised more than $15,000 in this annual traditional event!

VISION 2015

Heritage’s leadership has established four areas of vision-forward
focus for the upcoming years, which will be supported by a number of
specific Aspirational Goals.
Focus Area Goals
1.

Continuing an Exceptional Student Educational & Spiritual Experience.

2.

Expecting Operational Excellence Throughout All Aspects of
Heritage Christian School.

3.

Developing the Financial Strengths to Accomplish the Heritage
Christian School Mission.

4.

Making Heritage Christian School the Best Possible Place to Work.
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VISION 2015 ASPIRATIONAL GOALS
Aspirational Goals provide a framework for achieving VISION
2015 and a roadmap to higher standards for Heritage Christian School
performance. These Aspirational Goals reflect HCS’s commitment to its
Vision, Mission, and the 4 Areas of Focus in order to advance the standards
of ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE on a BIBICAL FOUNDATION with COMMITMENT
to Community and Country. Through these Aspirational Goals we strive
to deliver tangible benefits to the students, their parents, the school,
community, country and the world by preparing young people for the
living of a Christian life.
• By 2015 enrollment will increase to 400 students in multiple
educational tracts (general college, trades, military) through
upgrading technologies for teachers and staff, increasing tutoring,
and providing standardized test preparation.
• By 2015 HCS will have created a culture of continuous improvement
and operational excellence through positive reinforcement for staff,
teachers, and students, implementing a competitive compensation
package for teachers and coaches, adding staff strategically,
enhancing advanced educational opportunities for teachers and
staff, and recognition of excellence in performance and tenure.
• By 2015 opportunities for students to experience Christian Mission
experiences both locally and nationally will be available while at the
same time growing in biblical principles for life and learning through
assemblies, Bible study and prayer.
• By 2015 the retention rate of students will be at 90% + through
advanced educational opportunities, educational activities, athletics,
and cultural events designed to support academic excellence that
exceeds state educational standards.
• By 2015 the HCS campus will have been renovated through internal
and external renovations including upgrading of all infrastructures,
providing supplies and furniture as needed, through collaborating
with the City of Canton, Aultman Hospital, and other neighborhood
institutions to make a positive difference in this southwest Canton
community.
• By 2015 revenue sources will have been secured to increase the ability
of HCS to meet its mission through increased community support,
church support, creating an endowment fund, engaging foundations
and trust for capital and operating needs, creating a scholarship
fund, strengthening the Annual “Kids Campaign” and strengthening
booster clubs.
• By 2015 a quality athletic experience will have been established
along with facilities to attract and retain outstanding student athletes
through creating the vision for obtaining Meyer’s Park, developing
the Miles Property and possibly a new gym as a part of the current
HCS structure.
• By 2015 HCS will have diversity of staff and teachers thereby
demonstrating a commitment to inclusiveness as well as
demonstrating to the community at large our Christian commitment
of serving all families desiring a Christian education for their children.
• By 2015 a marketing program will be established that both listens to
and engages our students, families, and the community at large using
all media outlets and social media to encourage enrollment, highlight
HCS programs and activities, athletic events, special occasions like
open houses, Christian programs and assemblies.

The Heritage Conqueror

ENDOWMENT FUND

JUBILEE CARD

Heritage announces the creation of the Heritage Christian School Endowment Fund
in connection with the Stark Community Foundation. This fund is made possible by the
members of the Board of Education matching a $10,000 contribution from the Stark
Community Foundation that enables Heritage Christian School to open its endowment
fund with a corpus of $20,000. Endowment development and support is critical to the
continued viability of the school into the future. It has been said that by 2050 there will
be two kinds of institutions that survive in the 21st century: former and endowed.
THE HERITAGE SCHOOL ENDOWMENT SOCIETY consists of those individuals who
commit to giving to the endowment fund at the HERITAGE LEVELS of gifts from $500$24,999. The $1,000 Bronze Level gifts and higher may be paid over 3 years.
Within the endowment fund there are four emphasis areas of opportunity for gifts.
See the chart below. Please consider helping us to grow this fund.

New Jubilee Savings Cards are available for
$10 each. They offer valuable, year-long, reusable
savings at dozens of Stark County area vendors and
merchants through October 31, 2013. Students are
working to sell at least 10 cards. These make great
gifts for bus drivers, postal carries, babysitters,
pastors, neighbors and employees! Support HCS
and get great savings! See the card at:
www.HeritageChristianSchool.org
under “Support HCS.”

ADVISORY BOARD FORMS
The Advisory Board under the leadership of
Darryl Dillenback met at Meyer’s Lake Ballroom
on October 25, with the Heritage School Board
members. They enjoyed a musical presentation
by the Heritage Choir before gathering for dinner
and committee meetings. The purpose of the
meeting was for Advisory Board members to
meet with the Heritage School Board Committee
Chairpeople and serve in an advisory capacity
to the standing committees of the Board of
Education. Members of the Advisory Board are as
follows:
Scott Fehlman
Michael Yannone
Jeff Finefrock
Janet Creighton
Bob Harmelink
Connie Clark
Gary McPherson
Jennifer Hollinger
Nancy Varian
Toni Schmitt
Jim McHugh

Jim Cassler
John Zeek
Garry Meeks
Rod A. Covey
Sharon L. Deitrick
Tim Coblentz
Greg Frank
Lou DiStefano
Stephen Wilder
Leslie Peine
Cynthia Gaines

The Advisory Board will meet again on
Thursday evening, January 17 at 7 p.m. at
Heritage Christian School.
The Heritage Conqueror
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...AND FINALLY
SAPPHIRE CELEBRATION AUCTION!
45 YEARS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Heritage Christian School is celebrating its 45th Anniversary with this year’s Fifth Annual Dinner and Benefit Auction,
“Sapphire Celebration”. This event will be held at the lovely Meyers Lake Ballroom on Saturday, April 13, 2013. Please save the date!
Last year’s gala event raised $30,000 and had over 200 attendees. Thanks to generous participation and donations, we were
enabled us to provide 40 students with
tuition assistance. Nearly 70 percent of
our students qualify for some form of
financial aid or state assistance. Please
consider how you can support the auction.
Making any donation of an auction item
or a monetary gift to our auction will help
continue to provide for our students. Visit
www.heritagechristianschool.org to find a
donation form. Heritage Christian School
is a 501(c)3 charitable organization and
all donations are tax-deductible. Thank
you for investing in the eternal work of
Christian education!
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